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THE
diy dream

TEAM

E F F E C T I V E  D I Y s  &  P I N T E R E S T  P A N E L



D I Y  1 0 1

The point of a DIY post is 

not to show your readers 

how to do something...



PHOTO BY CAPREE KIMBALL

Your step-by-step

photos are more

important than

your feature photo

Your step-by-step

photos are not as 

important as your 

feature photo



Yes, you have to keep a notebook.



use your camera to document

EVERYTHING



BE 100% TRANSPARENT ABOUT
YOUR MATERIALS & PROCESSES



DIY IN BULK



E S S E N T I A L  D I Y  B L O G G E R
T O O L  K I T





A R T  B Y  M A R T I N  R E F S A L



S T Y L I N G  1 0 1

Let your DIY shine.



B R A N D I N G  your  D I Y s

choose
a style that fits

your brand



B R A N D I N G  your  D I Y s

•  Be consistent

•  Use the same style

       in all DIYs



M A K I N G  it  P R E T T Y

Every shot
is a beauty shot



Simple is better  •  Let your DIY shine  • Use a tripod
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the  F I N A L E

•  Beauty shots are

       the most important

•  Try different scenarios

•  Add text to the first

       beauty shot in the post

•  Save your photo as a

       searchable keyword



D O N ’ T  W O R R Y ,  I T ’ S  M E S S Y  .  .  .  B U T  F U N .



C R E A T I N G  pin-worthy  P H O T O G R A P H Y

•  attention to quality & resolution

•  well-lit 

•  quality backdrop

•  orientation and framing

•  post-production fixes

•  beautifully styled

EYE CANDY,
not  OPTIONAL



•  DSLR, point & shoot or cell phone camera

•  camera settings

•  resolution settings

QUALITY & RESOLUTION



ISO 100 ISO 1000

POOR FOCUS PROPER FOCUS



TIME OF DAY

•  natural vs. artificial light

•  bouncing light

•  using a flash



PROFESSIONAL SET UPS

DIY BACKDROPS

vs.

•  large-scale materials

•  small-scale materials



ORIENTATION
& FRAMING



POST-PRODUCTION

•  cropping

•  color balance

•  exposure

•  filters & actions



P I N T E R E S T  1 0 1

Let’s pave the road to 

traffic, links, fame and 

fortune!



T H E  power  O F  P I N T E R E S T

Snapshot from January 3-10, 2013

96% of social media referrals

were from Pinterest

45% of all visitors 

referred from social media



W H O ?

W H A T ?

W H E R E ?

W H E N ?

W H Y ?

H O W ?

You, of course!

Every post, however often that is.

Blog board (make one).
Other boards that apply.

5-7 am and 5-7 pm EST, Pinterest traffic peaks.

Promotion, traffic, links, fame, fortune!

Choose picture wisely
       Five Cs: clear, concise, cropped, colorful, close
Pin judiciously but confidently - make no apologies!



Too many ingredients

What is that anyway?

Too dark & too much text

Too many pictures

H O W  not  T O  P I N



H O W  to P I N

C R O P P E D        C L E A R        C O N C I S E        C O L O R F U L        C L O S E



Hover Pin-It Button



K E E P  T A B S  O N  what P E O P L E  A R E  P I N N I N G

Insert URL here



A N D  S O M E T I M E S  none  O F  T H E  R U L E S  A P P L Y

Yes, that says 1 million + pins!



T O U G H  Q U E S T I O N S

Nothing is original.



N A T U R A L L Y  L I T
P H O T O G R A P H S

L O T S  O F
S T E P  B Y  S T E P  P H O T O S

I L L U S T R A T I O N S
C L A R I F Y I N G

C O M P L I C A T E D  S T E P S

T E M P L A T E S
O R  P A T T E R N S



L I N K I N G  T O  R E L A T E D
T U T O R I A L S  O R  P R O J E C T S

A  R E A L L Y  U N I Q U E  I D E A S I M P L I C I T Y
O F  T H E  P R O J E C T



T O U G H  Q U E S T I O N S :  what is original?

N O T H I N G  I S  O R I G I N A L .  P E R I O D .

D O  Y O U  F I N D  A  L O T  O F  B L O G S  R E P E A T  T H E  S A M E  T U T O R I A L  O R  R I F F S  O N  T H E  S A M E  I D E A ?

H O W  D O E S  S E E I N G  R E P E A T S  O N  T H E  S A M E  T U T O R I A L  M A K E  Y O U  F E E L ?

yes no

makes me question why I read blogs
that post the same content

I’m more likely to
do the project

It makes me think about
the project, but I don’t
do anything about it

W H A T  I F  T H A T  B L O G G E R  S H A R E D  A N O T H E R  W A Y  T O  D O  T H E  P R O J E C T ?

There’s more than one way to skin a cat. Doesn’t matter.
Duplication is Duplication

I stop reading
that blog



•  It’s not creating another skinny jean tutorial

•  It’s not doing regurgated round-up 

•  It’s solving unique problems

•  It’s using unique materials

•  It’s making and featuring other tutorial(s)

•  It’s doing something for you

W H A T  I S  O R I G I N A L  C O N T E N T ?



T O U G H  Q U E S T I O N S :  do you copy retail?

•  Find a way to support business both large and small

•  We are creatives, we can think outside the box

I S  I T  O K A Y  F O R  B L O G G E R S  T O  S H A R E  D I Y s  O N  R E T A I L  P R O D U C T S ?

It’s only okay if that item is way out of a normal 
price range or sold by a large company.

It wouldn’t take away from business.
DIYers are never going to purchase it anyway.

Absolutely not!!
You’re taking business away!



T O U G H  Q U E S T I O N S :  do you self-promote?

Listen to your gut and think about

what works best for you

I S  I T  O K A Y  F O R  B L O G G E R S  T O  P I N  T H E I R  O W N  P O S T S ?

Yes! Categorize it in a board clearly 
marked for self-promotion

Yes! Categorize it in the boards you
would normally pin it to.

NO!



T O U G H  Q U E S T I O N S :  do you research?

•  If you find a tutorial that’s identical to what you had

       originally planned - do you still do it?

•  Do you create or do you try to become an expert in that

       particular DIY or technique prior to creating?

•  Do you search before you post? Do you link to similar items?

L E A R N  F R O M  
my mistakes.



D O W N L O A D  T H E  P R E S E N T A T I O N :  

A C C E S S  T H E  Q U E S T I O N N A I R E  R E S U L T S :  

http://mnma.de/Alt2013

http://goo.gl/jeBZ2


